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This article explores a lawyer's duties when clients who have consented to 
a conflict of interest revoke their consent. It covers how such revocations 
affect lawyers and clients and discusses proactive measures practitioners 
can use to address potential revocations.

When two clients give informed consent for a lawyer to represent them 
notwithstanding a conflict of interest, and one client subsequently revokes 
the consent, may the lawyer continue to represent the non-revoking client? 
Under the Colorado Rules of Professional Conduct (Colo. RPC), the 
answer “depends on the circumstances.” Revocation of informed consent 
typically arises when (1) co-clients agree for a lawyer to represent them in 
the same matter, and (2) two clients agree to be represented by the same 
lawyer in unrelated matters. This article examines both scenarios and 
offers practical advice for addressing a revocation of consent. 

Stephen Masciocchi is a partner at Holland & Hart LLP in Denver. He 
handles state and federal appeals in multiple jurisdictions— 
smasciocchi@hollandhart.com. Eli Wald is the Charles W. Delaney Jr. 
Professor of Law at the University of Denver Sturm College of Law—
ewald@law.du.edu.

Please see full publication for more information: Revocation of Informed 
Consent and Its Consequences.
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This publication is designed to provide general information on pertinent 
legal topics. The statements made are provided for educational purposes 
only. They do not constitute legal or financial advice nor do they 
necessarily reflect the views of Holland & Hart LLP or any of its attorneys 
other than the author(s). This publication is not intended to create an 
attorney-client relationship between you and Holland & Hart LLP. 
Substantive changes in the law subsequent to the date of this publication 
might affect the analysis or commentary. Similarly, the analysis may differ 
depending on the jurisdiction or circumstances. If you have specific 
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questions as to the application of the law to your activities, you should 
seek the advice of your legal counsel.


