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In an age of increasing demand and decreasing supply, obtaining and 
protecting valid water rights is essential for ranchers, agribusiness, energy 
companies, and private landowners. Equally important is understanding 
the attributes of those rights, including their authorized points of diversion, 
places of use, and types of use, as well as their volume or flow limitations. 
In Utah, the process for identifying and confirming valid water rights and 
their attributes is known as a general adjudication of water rights. The 
State Engineer conducts general adjudications following a series of steps 
set forth by statute. An adjudication is a judicial process—at its conclusion, 
the valid water rights in a specific area are finally determined and decreed 
by a court.

Holland & Hart's experienced team of water rights attorneys developed a 
practical, step-by-step guide to help water rights owners, including 
developers, irrigation companies, municipalities, and individuals, navigate 
the water rights adjudication process. This valuable resource provides 
insider tips and explains what to expect at every stage of the process, from 
summons to claim filing, list of unclaimed rights, and proposed 
determination.

Click here to access the practical guide to Utah's Water Rights 
Adjudication Process.
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ranchers; and water companies.

Steve Vuyovich helps clients resolve complex water rights issues so that 
they can achieve their business goals. He counsels a variety of clients on 
evaluating, buying, selling, changing, protecting, and transferring water 
rights. As a ranch owner and former operator of a commercial cattle 
operation in eastern Oregon, he has a hands-on understanding of the 
critical land and water issues facing many of his clients throughout the 
West.
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This publication is designed to provide general information on pertinent 
legal topics. The statements made are provided for educational purposes 
only. They do not constitute legal or financial advice nor do they 
necessarily reflect the views of Holland & Hart LLP or any of its attorneys 
other than the author(s). This publication is not intended to create an 
attorney-client relationship between you and Holland & Hart LLP. 
Substantive changes in the law subsequent to the date of this publication 
might affect the analysis or commentary. Similarly, the analysis may differ 
depending on the jurisdiction or circumstances. If you have specific 
questions as to the application of the law to your activities, you should 
seek the advice of your legal counsel.
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