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A decade ago, one would be hard pressed to find more than a handful of 
federal court decisions involving challenges to agency approvals of 
interstate oil and natural gas pipelines. Times have surely changed. As 
environmental groups campaign aggressively to stop construction of all 
fossil-fuel pipelines, two projects planned to bring Marcellus- and Utica-
field natural gas from West Virginia and Pennsylvania to East Coast 
markets have begun claiming the headline space previously dominated by 
Keystone XL and Dakota Access. The Mountain Valley Pipeline (MVP) 
project and the Atlantic Coast Pipeline (ACP) project are making news and 
making law.

Holland & Hart's Sandi Snodgrass co-authored this published article titled 
“Fourth Circuit, Cowpasture, and the Appalachian Trail,” in the ABA 
Section of Environment, Energy, and Resource's Natural Resources & 
Environment Summer 2019 issue. The authors profile a December 2018 
decision by a panel of the Richmond, Virginia-based U.S. Court of Appeals 
for the Fourth Circuit that, if allowed to stand, upends key public land law, 
slows development of ACP and MVP, and thwarts major elements of the 
Trump administration's push for gas pipeline development. Since the 
publication deadline of this article, the Solicitor General and ACP filed a 
Petition for a Writ of Certiorari, and amicus briefs have been filed by 
several interested parties, including MVP.

To read the full article, click here.

Sandi Snodgrass helps natural-resource developers, traditional and 
renewable energy companies, utilities, pipeline companies, and other 
clients throughout the country successfully navigate the complex federal 
environmental review and permitting processes for a variety of proposed 
projects.
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This publication is designed to provide general information on pertinent 
legal topics. The statements made are provided for educational purposes 
only. They do not constitute legal or financial advice nor do they 
necessarily reflect the views of Holland & Hart LLP or any of its attorneys 
other than the author(s). This publication is not intended to create an 
attorney-client relationship between you and Holland & Hart LLP. 
Substantive changes in the law subsequent to the date of this publication 

https://www.hollandhart.com/15895
mailto:ssnodgrass@hollandhart.com
https://www.americanbar.org/groups/environment_energy_resources/publications/natural_resources_environment/2019-20/summer/fourth-circuit-cowpasture-and-appalachian-trail/
https://www.americanbar.org/groups/environment_energy_resources/publications/natural_resources_environment/2019-20/summer/fourth-circuit-cowpasture-and-appalachian-trail/
https://www.hollandhart.com/ssnodgrass
https://hollandhart360.concep.com/preferences/hollandhartpm/signup


might affect the analysis or commentary. Similarly, the analysis may differ 
depending on the jurisdiction or circumstances. If you have specific 
questions as to the application of the law to your activities, you should 
seek the advice of your legal counsel.


