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Two years ago green building was hailed 
as the future of the American development 
industry and Leadership in Energy and En-
vironmental Design certifi ed buildings were 
popping up across the country.

Then the economy hit the fan.
Some forward-thinking lawyers, instead 

of abandoning green building as a trend of 
bygone days, are using their free time to be-
come even more involved.

Last year two Nevada lawyers passed the 
Green Building Council’s LEED Accredited 
Professional test, becoming the state’s fi rst 
LEED AP  lawyers.

Melissa Orien, a construction lawyer with 
Holland & Hart, and James Stout of the Stout 
Law Group said they took the test to prove 
their green building mettle and to hopefully 
build their reputations during the construc-
tion lull.

“I’m trying to stay ahead of the curve and 
bring new things to my clients,” Orien said. 
“The green trend is big right now, and the in-
dustry, for the most part, isn’t experienced in 
green building issues, whether they be Green 
Building Council issues or the broader green 
building movement.”

Stout recently left a large fi rm practice to 
break out on his own. After more than a de-
cade in construction law in Nevada, Arizona 
and California, he created the Stout Law 
Group for a change of pace and perspective.

Most of his work today involves foreclo-
sure defense, including representing victims 
of an alleged mortgage rescue scam by for-

mer Las Vegas talk 
show host Jack Ferm 
and his company, U.S. 
Justice Foundation.

Stout took the 
LEED accreditation 
test so he’ll be ready 
when the industry re-
covers.

“I think when they 
start building again, 
it will be important to 
have experience with 
green building,” Stout said. “And it’s impor-
tant for large builders to have someone on 
the team that understands that concept and 
is prepared to talk to people about it. I think 
that’s going to become continually important 
in getting bids from developers.”

Orien and Stout took the test last fall 
and passed on the fi rst try — but only after 
months of study. 

And the two took very different paths to 
test day.

Orien took a formal online course and kept 
a strict study schedule — spending about 80 
hours preparing.

Stout studied on his own whenever he 
found time, perusing study guides, memoriz-
ing fl ash cards and taking online preparatory 
exams.

Both lawyers have passed bar exams in 
multiple states and said the process of pre-
paring for the LEED test was a different ex-
perience.

The test requires people to focus on things 
they have learned in their practice as well as 
the ins and outs of the LEED building cer-

tifi cation process, they 
said. The biggest im-
pediment was fi nding 
the time to study.

“The cost is fairly 
minimal — a few hun-
dred dollars — but the 
time is the big thing,” 
Orien said. “Time is 
money, especially in 
a business like law 
where we live on bill-
able hours. That’s the 
primary reason why I think you don’t see 
more LEED AP lawyers.”

Of course, once you pass the test and be-
come a LEED Accredited Professional, you 
have to fi gure out what you’re going to do 
with it.

Orien uses her knowledge of the LEED 
process and other green building systems 
to troubleshoot in contracts involving green 
building.

She is also using it to prepare seminars for 
clients on the difference between working on 
green and nongreen work sites and contrac-
tors’ responsibilities and obligations.

“I think the biggest thing is that the green 
trend is huge, but people don’t always know 
what it is,” Orien said. “Contractors and 
builders often want to pursue these projects, 
but sometimes they really have no idea what 
they’re getting into. That’s when things go 
wrong. I’m able to be a resource to our clients. 
And it’s a way to make myself relevant.”

Stout said that since there isn’t a lot of 
green building-related litigation yet, LEED 
accreditation hasn’t been a huge asset to his 

young fi rm. But it has helped to connect him 
to the wider community.

“It hasn’t helped my practice, but it has 
helped me get involved in other green relat-
ed things,” Stout said. “I’m accepted in that 
community — that nonlitigation community 
... I’m not a liberal but I’ve always had an in-
terest in the environment ... I saw that this 
was the wave of the future. The market will 
rebound. And I’ll be ready for it.”

Both lawyers see the accreditation as 
more of a long-term investment than a mar-
keting gimmick they can exploit in the short 
term.

Orien said that as a young female attorney 
in a fi eld fi lled with older men, the LEED ac-
creditation is a way to distinguish herself and 
level the playing fi eld. 

She is trying to carve out a niche for her-
self using her knowledge of green building 
and contracting.

“I’ve gained specialized knowledge in 
a specifi c area and that makes my fi eld of 
knowledge more potent than if I had a broad-
er practice,” she said. “I don’t know that it’s 
changed me or my practice, but it’s added 
credibility. The LEED AP is like the icing on 
the cake. I was doing this work before and 
have extensive experience in it, but this is a 
way to really demonstrate that I’m familiar 
with the LEED process.”

Stephanie Tavares  covers utilities and 
law for In Business Las Vegas and its sis-
ter publication, the Las Vegas Sun. She 
can be reached at 259-4059 or at tavares@
lasvegassun.com.
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David Jacobs
Founder and Chairman, Spyder Active Sports, Inc.
Boulder, Colorado

David Jacobs is a living legend within the ski industry. He
began his skiing career when he was 18 and hasn’t lost his
passion for the sport since. He was named Canadian
Downhill Ski Champion in 1957, and now is the founder
and CEO of the largest ski-specialty brand in the world.

David started Spyder in 1978 as a small mail-order
company in his Boulder, Colorado kitchen with a few race
sweaters and ski pants. One of David’s early creations was
a navy blue racing pant with yellow striped pads extending
from the knee to the hip. His son mentioned that skiers
were calling them “spider” pants because of their spider
leg-like appearance.

More than 30 years later, Spyder now has 800 original
styles sold in 50 countries worldwide. Some of their
product innovations include jackets that incorporate
Bluetooth® technology for use with your iPod® and cell
phone, and race suits fitted with the high-tech shock-
absorbing material d30™.
All trademarks are copyrighted by their respective owners.

Innovation drives success. Holland & Hart is proud
to serve clients such as Spyder because we, like them,
constantly strive to provide innovative solutions for our
clients. Visit our website or contact Greg Gilbert to learn
more about Holland & Hart.

Greg Gilbert, (702) 669-4620, 3800 Howard Hughes Pkwy.
10th Floor, Las Vegas, Nevada 89169

www.hollandhart.com

LAS VEGAS CARSON CITY RENO ASPEN BILLINGS BOISE BOULDER
CHEYENNE COLORADO SPRINGS DENVER DENVER TECH CENTER
JACKSON HOLE SALT LAKE CITY SANTA FE WASHINGTON D.C.

I N N O V A T I O N

28_032009_IB.indd   2828_032009_IB.indd   28 3/17/09   3:04:46 PM3/17/09   3:04:46 PM



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.3
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness false
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages false
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages false
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages false
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages false
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages false
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)
    /HUN <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks true
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks true
      /AddPageInfo true
      /AddRegMarks false
      /BleedOffset [
        9
        9
        9
        9
      ]
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /ClipComplexRegions true
        /ConvertStrokesToOutlines false
        /ConvertTextToOutlines false
        /GradientResolution 300
        /LineArtTextResolution 1200
        /PresetName ([High Resolution])
        /PresetSelector /HighResolution
        /RasterVectorBalance 1
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MarksOffset 10.800000
      /MarksWeight 0.250000
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PageMarksFile /RomanDefault
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
    <<
      /AllowImageBreaks true
      /AllowTableBreaks true
      /ExpandPage false
      /HonorBaseURL true
      /HonorRolloverEffect false
      /IgnoreHTMLPageBreaks false
      /IncludeHeaderFooter false
      /MarginOffset [
        0
        0
        0
        0
      ]
      /MetadataAuthor ()
      /MetadataKeywords ()
      /MetadataSubject ()
      /MetadataTitle ()
      /MetricPageSize [
        0
        0
      ]
      /MetricUnit /inch
      /MobileCompatible 0
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (GoLive)
        (8.0)
      ]
      /OpenZoomToHTMLFontSize false
      /PageOrientation /Portrait
      /RemoveBackground false
      /ShrinkContent true
      /TreatColorsAs /MainMonitorColors
      /UseEmbeddedProfiles false
      /UseHTMLTitleAsMetadata true
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


