Pro Bono Corner
Appearing Pro Bono Publico

By Patrick Reilly

email where | agreed to accept a case for the Federal

Pro Bono Pilot program. My father was a cop, and |
definitely grew up in a law and order family. It was a
leap of faith for me to represent not just a convicted
felon, but a convicted murderer. For hire. Even if it was
a civil case.

The Federal Pro Bono Pilot program is relatively
new. It is designed to provide representation to pro
se litigants in civil cases in federal court. Typical cases
include employment discrimination, real estate, first
amendment issues, non-criminal prisoner issues, and
race/religious discrimination. Any Magistrate Judge or
District Judge may refer a pro se individual to the pro-
gram. Cases from the Northern District are referred to
Washoe Legal Services; cases from the Southern District
to Legal Aid Center of Southern Nevada. Since the pro-
gram'’s inception in the fall of 2014, volunteer attorneys
in the south have been appointed on fifteen cases.

The program not only preserves access to justice
to those who need it most but it has also been a great
professional experience for me, and an eye-opening
one at that. Legal Aid Center has been incredibly sup-
portive and has done a great job in launching the new
program. | am assigned to a legitimate prisoner civil
rights case with real merit. My client—who | actually
like more than some of my paying clients—deserves
real redress for the way he was mistreated. Not only am
| getting to work in an area of law that | would never or-
dinarily see, | know we are genuinely helping someone
who needs it.

By the way, the “we” includes Andrea Champion, a
Holland & Hart associate who has done an amazing job
getting this case ready for trial.

Best of all, when | make an appearance in court, |
confess that | stand a little taller when announcing my-
self, “Pat Reilly appearing pro bono publico for...”

Patrick Reilly, a partner with Holland
and Hart, is an experienced commercial litiga-
tor, trial advocate, and appellate lawyer. To
learn more about the Federal Pro Bono Pilot
Program and other volunteer opportunities
with Legal Aid Center, contact Pro Bono Project
Director, Melanie Kushnir, at mkushnir@lacsn.
org.

I hesitated before clicking the “send” button on that

Marketplace

EMPLOYMENT

CORPORATE SENIOR COUNSEL: Southwest Gas
Corporation, a major natural gas utility company serving
over 1.9 million customers in Arizona, Nevada and Cali-
fornia is looking to add an experienced, self-motivated at-
torney to the legal staff at its Las Vegas, Nevada corporate
headquarters. This position will provide assistance with
various legal matters, with an emphasis on state and federal
regulatory matters. Applicants should have a minimum 4
years of experience. Litigation and law firm experience are
preferred. Applicants must hold a law degree from an ABA
accredited school. Nevada bar admission will be required
of the successful candidate. In addition to an outstanding
career opportunity, Southwest Gas offers an attractive sal-
ary and benefits package including, among other items, a
company paid pension plan, a company matched 401k pro-
gram, health and dental benefits, and an excellent campus-
like working environment. To apply for this position, please
visit https://careers-swgas.icims.com/jobs/intro.

INSURANCE STAFF COUNSEL OFFICE seeking a
Nevada licensed attorney with Nevada experience in bodily
injury. The attorney will defend civil cases in the arbitra-
tion program, preparing cases for trial after arbitration and
participating in and/or conducting trials. Salary dependent
upon experience. Competent assistants work directly with
the attorney and at the attorney’s direction. No time sheets.
Pleasant work environment. Corporate benefits. Send re-
sume’ in confidence to purdyjoel@gmail.com.

SERVICES

Life Care Plans, Reasonableness of Past Medical Bills,
Nursing Negligence, Expert Witness. Dawn Cook, RN,
CLCP, (702) 544-2159. Over 30 years in health care, over 10
years in Nevada.

ADVERTISEMENTS

Space is available in the Communiqué for select busi-
nesses to promote their services and make announcements
of accomplishment. Display ads provide space for photos
and other images. Marketplace ads are run in a classified
body of text without additional graphic elements. To place
an ad in the Communiqué, contact the Clark County Bar
Association. Rates are available at www.clarkcountybar.org
or upon request from the CCBA at (702) 387-6011.
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